THE   FIGHT   FOR   GOOD   HEALTH

JOHN HUNTER

Famous British surgeon and anatomist
who began practice in 1763 and became a
pioneer in improved methods of surgery.
His collection of specimens is preserved by
the Royal College of Surgeons.

our food is kept free from dirt and that
it shall not be sold if it has become
tainted in any way.

But in 1845 there was no scientific
justification for the idea that there was
any connection between dirt and
disease. Here and there a few doctors
were beginning to suspect that the
number of deaths after operations were
due to uncleanliness. To-day every
doctor is extremely careful to ensure
that his instruments are absolutely
clean, not merely the dirt one can see
with the naked eye but from all unseen
germs as well.

There was one doctor in Vienna who
had some ideas on this subject as far
back as 1840 and he made his students
at the hospital wash their hands with a
solution of chloride of time before

EDWARD  JENNER
An English doctor, and the discoverer of
vaccination, Jenner studied under John
Hunter, then returned to -his native
Gloucestershire where he made his first
inoculation in 1796.
going from one operation to another.
The head of the hospital dismissed the
fussy doctor even though he had been
able to reduce the deaths after opera-
tions very considerably. The dismissed
doctor, Semmelweiss, wrote a book
about the subject of dirt, but nobody
took much notice of it.
In America a famous author, Oliver
Wendell Holmes, also wrote a book
saying that dirt was dangerous. In
England and the Crimea that great
woman. Florence Nightingale began a
new era in nursing by her insistence on
the need for cleanliness. She knew
nothing at that time of the reasons
why dirt was dangerous, and although
people had ideas about catching certain
diseases from other people there was
no real belief in the danger of contagion.